
Walama 

Restoration Project 

PO Box 894 Eugene, OR 97440 (541) 484-3939 
www.walamarestoration.org 

Issue #10                                                                                                      Spring/Summer 2010 

False Brome Control & Riparian Enhancement in the  

                         Whilamut Natural Area      

  
 One of the Willamette Valley's highly fragmented habitats is our riparian or bottomland     

hardwood forest. Prior to Euro-American settlement, these woodlands in some places stretched seven 

miles wide following the braided meander of a non-channelized Willamette River. Today these          

expansive forests have often been reduced to just a thin strip to in some areas none at all. In the       

remaining  riparian stands, the native understory or   

herbaceous species have  been supplanted by exotic 

vegetation. 

 The riparian woodlands in the Whilamut Natural 

Area (WNA) of East Alton Baker Park are one of the 

best examples of intact riparian understory habitats in 

the Southern Willamette Valley. Eye-catching blossoms 

of Columbia Larkspurs or perfumed bouquets of False    

Solomon’s Seal delight many who frequent these       

woodland trails. Late April to mid May is an ideal time 

to witness this habitat in its full glory. 

 Unfortunately,  invasive  vegetation is threaten-

ing the balance of riparian understory habitat in the 

WNA. In previous years WRP has released over four acres of some of the highest quality sections of 

these  riparian woodlands from the clutches of such noted  invaders as Armenian Blackberry and  

English Ivy. Currently False Brome may exhibit the largest threat to this ecosystem. 

 False Brome ( Brachypodium sylvaticum) was introduced to Oregon in the last 70 to 80 years 

and is rapidly outcompeting native flora. False Bromes seeds, transported by animals or humans, have 

the potential to colonize and dominate in forest understory and grassland habitats, in many cases, to 

the exclusion of all other all other flora found in these areas. 

 With the assistance of a grant from the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board, WRP began a 

project to control False Brome and enhance the riparian woodlands of the WNA. In 2009 WRP field 

crews periodically removed false brome populations from the highest quality portions of the WNA. 

This spring we returned to remove new seedlings and with the help of the Network Charter School 

planted and mulched over a hundred Columbian Larkspurs and Western Meadowrue. We will  return 

this growing season to remove all False Brome seedlings. This fall we plan to plant several hundred 

more native wildflowers to further enhance the forest understory. To volunteer for fall plantings in 

the WNA please contact WRP at 541-484-3939. 

By Yotokko Kilpatrick 
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The Many Volunteers who 

came out to restore our  

Local Open Spaces!  

~Join Us for the 4th Annual Butterfly Meadow    

Open House on Saturday June 19th 1-4pm~ 
 

Late June is a wonderful time to   

witness the Butterfly Meadow in its 

full glory. For this reason we at WRP 

would like to share the joy of         

reclaiming this imperiled habitat with 

the community. The Whilamut     

Butterfly Meadow is a prime example 

of community supported restoration 

efforts. Native plants are propagated and planted through the efforts 

of local schools. Exotic vegetation is controlled through service 

learning programs and through the efforts of volunteers engaged in 

the stewardship of their community natural areas. Last year 60 to 70 

folks came out to see the wildflowers and enjoy speakers such as   

local naturalist Tobias Policha. This year we will celebrate the 

meadow with interpretive tours of the site and its restoration         

procedures. Kalapuya elder Esther Stutzman will also speak and 

share traditional stories. Please join us on June 19th from 1 to 4pm 

for speakers, a tour, snacks, and lots of blooms.  The Butterfly 

Meadow is located at the end of Day Island Rd, past the Community 

Garden in East Alton Baker Park.  For further directions or             

information, call (541)484-3939. 

Species Spotlight: Large     

Flowered Collomia 

Collomia Grandiflora                                                                                                   

By Yotokko Kilpatrick 
 

Collomia is an herbaceous annual native to 

western North America and grows in dry 

soils, meadows, or dry streambeds.          

Although quite an attractive plant it is not 

commonly grown commercially. Collomia 

ranges from sea level to mid-elevations 

with a brief flowering period in               

mid-summer. Collomia grows 4-36 inches 

tall, leaves are generally toothless, smooth 

and dark green. The flowers form roundish terminal clusters about 2 

inches across. The flowers have a    striking appearance, with peach 

or salmon colored petals. Historically, Collomia was used to treat 

high fevers or as a laxative by the Okanagen-Colville people or as a 

cover for filled berry containers by the Pauites. Collomia comes from 

the Greek word kolla for glue because the seeds have a coat that 

turns sticky when wet. June or July is a great time to see this lovely 

native in flower at the Whilamut Butterfly Meadow.  



Education Update: Winter/Spring 2010 
                                                                                                                                           By Heidi Vasel 

Winter and spring brought growth with the rain and warmth. All the hard work done by the students 

in the fall started to show as all the native seeds that they prepared started to grow. Seedlings are 

bursting at the seams of the hoop houses and nursery. Over 35 different species of native plants were 

planted at three different sites. 
 

Sherri Warthen’s 6th, 7th, 8th grade class at Walterville 

School has continued to learn about their environment. 

Studies have focused on learning plant physiology and 

honing observation skills. They will continue with 

Walama this year on the Walterville Wildflower 

Meadow Site that they have worked on for two full 

years. In the fall, they planted the seedlings that they 

grew at their school. In June they will return to the site to 

monitor progress, conduct botanical studies and manage 

incoming weeds. 
 

Amy’s Rowe’s class at Hamlin Middle School added to 

their stewardship activities by planting hundreds of  willows along the stream near their school.  They 

are also looking forward to a field trip to the WNA  Butterfly  Meadow to identify plants and see the  

pollinators. 
 

Looking Glass students are also returning to work with WRP this spring to follow up on their progress 

from last fall. So far they have planted native species in the riparian understory by the Willamette 

River in the Whilamut Natural Area of East Alton Baker Park. Network Charter School (NCS) have 

worked on that project as well. NCS participated in a school wide service day in April and applied 

shade tarp, weeded, and sheet-mulched in the WNA Butterfly Meadow. 
 

Ridgeline Montessori brought 34 kids out on Earth Day to help with the management of the Butterfly 

meadow. The Seventh and Eighth graders worked in the Meadow removing non-native species that 

could take over the prairie. 
 

In June, Kathleen Rockwell’s 2nd grade class at Edison Elementary will have a field trip to explore 

Hendricks Park.  
 

Walama’s education program is expanding to work with the Boys and Girls Club of Eugene in May 

that will end with a field trip to the Butterfly meadow for service learning, water quality testing and 

some fun! 
 

Work Party Update! Walama, with the help of 90 volunteers finished a phase of planting and       

intensive mulching in Maurie Jacobs Park. There is a section by the river that now no longer needs 

regular mowing and can provide habitat and food for many birds.   

A special Thank You to Wandering Goat for continuing to fuel the hard    

working volunteers at our work parties!  

 

Join Walama Restoration Project at the Butterfly Meadow to help restore critically imperiled prairie 

habitat in Eugene. Volunteering at the Butterfly Meadow is a great way to enjoy the outdoors and learn 

some of the native flora of the Willamette Valley! 
 

 May 22, June 5 & 19, July 10, Aug 7 
 

Also, Join WRP at Gudu-Kut Natural Area on Sat. June 12th! (On the east side of City View directly 

across from 14th Ave.) We will be working to restore imperiled wetland habitat! 
 

All work parties are from 9:30am-12:30pm.  No experience necessary. Tools, gloves and Snacks provided. 



Thank You Tactics! 

WRP is proud to team up with Tactics through 

the 1% For the Planet Program.  1% For the 

Planet is a growing global movement of 1287 

companies that  donate 1% of their sales to a 

network of 2062 environmental  organizations 

worldwide. We are happy to share a common 

goal to engage our future generations and give 

them opportunities to be stewards of our fragile 

planet. We are proud to have Tactics in our 

community.  They are a true model 

of an environmentally sustainable 

and socially responsible company.  They have a passion for the outdoors, and the 

gear to get you there!  Thank You Tactics!  

STREAM Update        
(Students Trained in River Enhancement, Awareness, & Monitoring) 

                                                                                                                                     By Aimee Hart 

From community involvement with invasive species removal to preparing for a presentation at 

a conference, the Walama Education Outreach program has been very busy these last few months. 

Specific projects involving residents have been in full swing towards removing invasive English ivy 

and Scot’s Broom from parks and riparian zones in the Coast Fork watershed. 

The LCC- Cottage Grove GED class has learned how to test for dissolved oxygen and turbidity 

in local streams, and has begun a project to eradicate invasive bullfrogs.  The project involves     

learning about the life cycles of the bullfrog and to then design a study using the scientific method.  

Hopefully, the outcome of the experiments will result in the most efficient methods for eradication of 

this invasive species. 

 The City of Creswell had their first Earth Day celebration in April.  The Creswell Middle 

School 7th grade Living Earth class learned about watersheds and stream macro-invertebrates in 

preparation for the event. The 7th graders at Lincoln Middle School participated in Earth Day by 

learning about watershed ecology and then applying that knowledge to projects in East Regional Park 

for their Day of Caring.  The students went on a nature hike with Forest Service learning about plants 

and animals they could find in the park. 

 The Cottage Grove High School Oceanography class is 

also learning how to conduct scientific studies of their water-

shed by testing the healthiness of streams with various water 

quality parameters.  So far, they have learned how to test for 

dissolved oxygen, turbidity, nitrates, and phosphate levels and 

have applied that by monitoring the creek near the high school. 

  The Education Outreach program has already had an  

exciting schedule that has accomplished many projects, in-

spired many students, and made new partnerships these past 

few months and it is just getting started for the year. Keep in 

touch and join us on our upcoming fun adventures! 



Our Mission 

 

Walama Restoration Project is a non-profit             
organization dedicated to Environmental           

Stewardship & Biological diversity through         
Education & Habitat Restoration. 

Restoration Update: Reclaiming Habitat in the                             

Southern Willamette Valley 

By Yotokko Kilpatrick 

  This past winter and early spring WRP field activities 

have ranged from working to preserve sensitive species 

to the destruction of invasive ones. New treatments 

have been instigated on some of the weeds that plague 

our region in pursuit of more effective broad-scale   

removal strategies. As always, WRP is committed to 

the development of the most efficient means of exotic 

vegetation control possible that do not involve the use 

of chemical herbicides. 

 

 In January, Walama field crews propagated  

hundreds of wild strawberry and rose checker mallow 

starts in an effort to improve nectar sources for the   

endangered Fender’s Blue Butterfly. These starts will be planted near Fern Ridge Reservoir in the  

endangered butterfly’s habitat. Also in the Fern Ridge area, WRP crews planted Bradshaw’s           

Lomatium and Willamette Valley Daisy. Both of these plants are listed as federally endangered. 

 

 In Leaburg, WRP crews planted over a thousand native trees 

and shrubs across an expansive reach of the Mckenzie River.  

In the Dexter area WRP crews planted over a thousand native 

trees, shrubs and herbaceous species across five different sites 

in the Lost Creek Watershed. The existence of the appropriate 

vegetation along our waterways is an issue that may affect   

everyone as we rise to meet the environmental challenges of the 

twenty-first century. 

  

New treatments are being explored through recent restoration 

efforts that may radically change the way WRP goes about controlling invasive vegetation in our    

region.  In the McKenzie and Coast Fork watersheds WRP has instigated two pilot projects to          

ascertain the effects mowing has on English Ivy. The goal is to see if ivy can be significantly      

weakened through either initial or repeated mowing thus significantly reducing the amount of labor 

necessary for ivy removal projects. If successful, this will lead to larger scale areas of English Ivy    

removal and expanded habitat restoration projects in our region. 



 

Walama Restoration Project relies on community    
support to facilitate our education programs.  If  you 
would like to make a tax deductible contribution or 
would like to volunteer with WRP, please fill out this 
form & send it to:         

Walama Restoration Project 
PO Box 894 

Eugene, OR 97440 
Yes! I would like to be a supporter! 
___ Limited Income       $15 
___ Individual                $35 
___ Family                     $50 
—-- Sustaining Member $100 
___ Sponsor                  $500 
___ Other Amount _____ 

**You can also donate on our website 
www.walamarestoration.org 

___ Yes!  I am interested in volunteering!   
My interests include _____________________ 
_____________________________________ 
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