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Education Update: Spring 2017 
By: Nicole Smedegaard  

This spring we found the education coordinator, Ni-
cole Smedegaard, climbing around in the soggy back-
yard on her knees with a headlamp wildly swinging 
around, a trowel in one hand and a bucket in the other. 
This is no standard procedure for a teacher to prep her 
lesson plans for the next day…unless of course the 
lesson is all about decomposers! Live critters includ-
ing centipedes, pill bugs affectionately known as 
“rolly pollies” and lots of earthworms were dragged 
from their humus homes in order to play a center 
stage roll in the lesson on soil and decomposers this 

spring. Students for the most part enjoyed their one 
on one time with the invertebrates, and besides the 
occasional scream and slowly escaping slug; the 
critter search was a big hit. Students each sifted 
through a bowl of soil and were able to use a key to 
identify and read about what they had found.  
 

A few weeks later, students’ soil savvy was put to the 
test when potting soil from Lane Forest Products was 
brought to each school for students’ use in filling four 
inch pots for plant propagation.  Native seeds cold 
stratified by each classroom in January had been lying 
dormant in the fridge for 60 days.  The seeds were 
brought out into the warm spring sun and spread me-
ticulously on each pot, where they would germinate in 
about 2 weeks.  



 

 
A Special Thank You to the 

following:  
 

National Forest Foundation 
Wes Messinger & 
US Army Corps of Engineers 
Fred & Sandra Austin 
Friends of Hendricks Park 
Elyse Elder &    
    Territorial Elementary 
Carrie Patterson &Agnes 
    Stewart Middle School 
Matthew Bigongiari & The 
    Village School 
Lauri Holts, City of Eugene 
Chad Hoffman, Lane County 
    Public Works 
Billy Hughes & The Network 
    Charter School Urban 
    Ecology Class 
Alan Dickman, University of  
    Oregon 
David Sutherland, University 
    of Oregon 
Mountain Rose Herbs 
Jenny Lippert, USFS 
Steve Northway 
Sequential Biofuels 
Sarah Ruggiero & Churchill  
    High School 
Brian Naghski & South  
    Eugene High School 
Glen Herron & Sisters 
    High School 
Dan Hoynacki & The Youth 
    Enviro-Squad 
Cow Creek Umpqua Indian 
Foundation 
Meyer Memorial Trust 
Oregon Community Founda-
tion 
Estelle Swan at Adams Ele-
mentary  
Wakerobin Gendel & Paul 
Cesmat at Hamlin Middle  
 
 
 

The Many Volunteers who 
help in the restoration of 
our Local Open Spaces!  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 Every Nickel  Counts: Mention WRP at Sequential Biofuels!     

 

SeQuential Biofuels Station on McVay Highway in Eugene will donate 5 cents for every  
gallon you pump into your vehicle and 5% of store purchases to Walama Restoration Project. 

You must mention WRP when you make your purchase! 

Education Update: Winter 2017 
 
By Nicole Smedegaard  
 
The cute little kiddos over at Walama’s ed-
ucation department are showing their true 
inner stewardship strength this year with 
the completion of 81,000 square feet of res-
toration work! The restoration of the easter-
ly plot of the CILOS site took some serious 
teamwork to finish this winter, with thirteen 
k-12 schools visiting the site, even in the 
pouring rain, to volunteer their efforts to-
ward planting native forbes and sedges. The 
displays of classroom teamwork in no way 
overshadowed individual efforts at one-
upsmanship, however. Fifth graders in par-
ticular found that the best way to finish up 
the field trip involved a fierce competition 
for who could accumulate the most empty 
pots! 

Willamette Confluence Flood Plain Restoration at Turtle 
Flats and Glass Bar State Park 
 
By Kris Elsbree 
 
This winter the Friends of Buford Park began planting at Turtle Flats on the con-
fluence of the Coast Fork and Mid-fork Willamette rivers.  Nearly 60,000 trees, 
shrubs, and wetland species were incorporated into the project.  The restorations 
efforts are geared toward the enhance-
ment of Western Pond Turtle and Spring 
Chinook Salmon and will also be inviting 
to a multitude of other species that thrive 
in riparian floodplains.  Seasonal side 
streams and ponds as well as permanent 
side channels have been constructed to 
create or more integrated river system.   
Native seed mixes have been dispersed 
and ongoing invasive weed treatment will 
continue through the coming years by 
Friends of Buford Park crews and volun-
teers.  Walama Restoration Project and 
another local contractor Oregon Woods 
helped through contract agreements to get 
the nearly 40 acres planted.  For volun-
teer opportunities or to learn more you 
can visit the Friends of Buford Park web-
site at http://m.bufordpark.org. 



The Oregon Pollinator Protection Act 
By Krystal Abrams    

 

This was the first year a bill was considered by the Oregon Legislature to take the same steps other states are 

taking to protect our native pollinators. The Oregon Pollinator Protection Act (OPPA) didn't get as far as it 

should have during its first legislative session. In fact, all but one environmental bill were shot down and 

killed at the Oregon State Capitol during the 2017 session. The OPPA needs all the support it can get if it’s 

going to move forward in 2018. 

 

There is no shortage of recent peer-reviewed research concluding that the destruction of native pollinator habi-

tat has driven much of this loss. Newer research suggests that pesticide use does play a big role in native bum-

blebee declines around the world. It has been discovered that bumblebees are at a significantly higher risk of 

being harmed by neonicotinoid exposure than honeybees are. Specifically, imidacloprid, thiamethoxam and 

clothianidin pose a greater threat to wild bees than to honeybees. Scientific evidence has shown overwhelming 

that the survival of bees is seriously threatened by exposure to highly toxics and bio-persistent pesticides 

called neonicotinoids.  

 

OPPA would limit the sale of neonicotinoid products so that they would no longer be sold in general consumer 

outlets such as Bi-Mart and Fred Meyers. This bill would not change the availability of neonicotinoids to pro-

fessional applicators, farmers, veterinarians, and vector control specialists who are trained and licensed. 

 

Native pollinators are a keystone species that play a critical role in sustaining 90% of Oregon’s plant-life. Can 

you imagine what Oregon’s landscapes would look like without 90% of it’s flowering plants? That is exactly 

what could happen if we don’t act soon to protect Oregon’s pollinators – native bees and butterflies that polli-

nate flowering plants, trees and crops. Without our wild bees, most of our native plants can’t yield seed for the 

next generation. 

In the last few decades, many wild bees have suffered steep declines. Oregon’s native pollinators are now 

among the most elusive species in the entire Pacific Northwest. For example, our Fender’s blue butterfly, Tay-

lor’s Checkerspot Butterfly, and even the Western Bumblebee populations have rapidly disappeared across the 

state. The Franklin’s bumblebee, a native to Southern Oregon, has disappeared altogether.  

  

Neonicotinoids harm much more than just bees!  These are bio-persistent pesticides that can pollute streams 

and wetlands for several years after they get into water. Once in the water, these chemicals kills all the benefi-

cial critters in the water (bugs, stone flies, cattis flies, etc) that form the bottom rung of the food chain, espe-

cially threatening native fish such as cutthroat trout and salmon. This would have additional devastating ef-

fects on the fishing industry in Oregon. 

 

There’s no doubt that 2017 is off to a terrible start in terms of environmental protections. However, it is now 

more important than ever to engage with your community and grassroots organizations that create a cleaner 

and healthier environment for everyone. Please, help Walama Restoration Project and Beyond Toxics protect 

Oregon’s keystone pollinator species. Protecting our pollinators from highly toxic pesticides protects Orego-

nians from a bare and desolate landscape in years to come.  

Become a Walama Board Member!   
 

The board of directors plays an invaluable role at Walama Restoration Project; we hold the future of this or-
ganization and our community’s involvement in non-chemical native habitat restoration in our hands.  We 
put our best ideas, our sweat and love into each new project to see it through.  We support each other and 
strive to protect what we believe in! Do you want to help WRP make a positive impact in our community, in 
your favorite natural area, in your grandkids’ school or your own backyard? Become a board member and let 
your voice be heard.  We want community input on all our exciting new projects, and that means you. Con-
tact Nicole at Nicole@walamarestoration.org. 

 
 

 



Our Mission: 

Walama Restoration Project is a Non-Profit Organization Dedicated to 
Environmental Stewardship & Biological Diversity through Education 

& Habitat Restoration. 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mary’s River Restoration at Corvallis BMX Track  
 
By Kris Elsbree 

 

Riparian Enhancement is continuing in Corvallis 
streams.  WRP crews worked at 9 sites cleaning up 
trash, removing blackberries, ivy, and other inva-
sive species.  This Spring crews planted native 
trees and shrubs and will maintain them through 
the summer to ensure their establishment.  Six 
truckloads of trash were removed from planting 
sites in-
cluding 
tires, 
metal 
fencing, 
cans, and 
bottles.  
Corvallis 
is work-

ing hard to keep up with ongoing invasive species issues, 
trash, and native planting to clean up stream corridors and es-
tablish a complex canopy to cool the local creeks entering the 
Willamette River.   Along with trash, invasives, and warm wa-
ter temperature; the creeks in Corvallis also have been found 
to have unhealthy levels of Pesticides.  By working with 
Walama Restoration Project to mechanically remove unwant-
ed weeds the City of Corvallis has made strong efforts to re-
duce pesticides in riparian areas.  Private creek side residences 
can find more information on riparian enhancement by going 
to Corvallisoregon.gov and follow links to the city's storm wa-
ter program. 

By Kris Elsbree  
 
The Southern Willamette Valley has 
multiple Buttercup species each one 
unique but all displaying great shows 
of yellow in meadows in the spring.  
The leaf of this species is narrow, 
long, and undivided like the leaves of 
water plantain explaining the origin of 
how it received its name.  This photo 
of Water Plantain Buttercup was taken 
in a wetland in Veneta where it can be 
seen blanketing the meadow ever year.   

Species Spotlight: Ranunculus Alismifolius, Water Plantain Buttercup 



Purchase Native Plant Greeting Cards to Support WRP  
Now online as well as at these local shops! 

 

Walama Restoration Project has designed six native plant greeting cards that we are selling as a fundraiser 
for our organization. 100 percent of the proceeds goes directly towards WRP’s From Seed to Habitat        ed-
ucation program and to the expansion of declining rare native plant species of the PNW. If you would like to 
purchase greeting cards, you can do so on our website at walamarestoration.org or at the following local 
businesses. You can also contact us at (541) 484-3939 or via email: info@walamarestoration.org. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

WRP Native Plant Greeting Cards can be found at:  
Down To Earth     New Frontier Market 
Friendly Street Market     Sundance Natural Foods 
Greater Goods     Smith Family Bookstore (downtown) 
Kiva Grocery     Sequential Bio-fuels 
First Alternative Cooperative (Corvallis)  Kalapuya Books (Cottage Grove) 
 

Thank you to all of these fantastic local businesses for your support!  

Thank you, Members, for your continued support of  
Walama Restoration Project!  

By Alexis Engelbrecht 
 
While the native seedlings are growing big and strong under hoop houses out at each school site, the native wild-
flower seeds broadcast by student volunteers from the Acade-
my of Arts and Academics in Springfield this winter have 
started to sprout at the CILOS site as well. Native seedlings 
aren’t the only ones appearing, though, and spring volunteers 
will have their work cut out for them in order to give the na-
tives a fighting chance. An epic battle lies ahead between 
Queen Anne’s lace (an exotic also known as wild carrot) and 
the brave volunteers who show up time and again to lend a 
hand towards restoration in their local natural areas. Whose 
side are you on? Contact Alley@walamarestoration.org for 
times and dates or to register your group.  

Call For Volunteers 

Walama will be participating in the community spotlight for The Emeralds Baseball 
team in a game this July. WRP’s volunteer coordinator, Alley Engelbrecht, will be 
throwing the ceremonial first pitch as well as highlights from the restoration work 
done at CILOS. For all the hard work this past fall by many community members, 
students and organizations that visited the natural area to plant native flowers and 
grasses, this is in appreciation to you! Half of the ticket proceeds will benefit our 
volunteers primarily through new tools and gloves. This fun, family friendly event 
will take place on July 30th 1 pm at PK Park. Tickets $11; purchased through web-
site link walamarestoration.org or contact alley@walamarestoration.org.   

A Day With the Eugene Emeralds 



 

Walama Restoration Project relies on community    
support to facilitate our education programs.  If  you 
would like to make a tax deductible contribution or 
would like to volunteer with WRP, please fill out this 
form & send it to:         

Walama Restoration Project 
PO Box 894 

Eugene, OR 97440 
Yes! I would like to be a supporter! 
___ Limited Income       $15 
___ Individual                $35 
___ Family                     $50 
—-- Sustaining Member $100 
___ Sponsor                  $500 
___ Other Amount _____ 

**You can also donate on our website 
www.walamarestoration.org 

___ Yes!  I am interested in volunteering!   
My interests include _____________________ 
_____________________________________ 

Board of Directors 
President: Taylor Zeigler 
Jesse McAlpine 
Neil Langlois 
Nicole Smedegaard 
Michael Klinkebiel 
Krystal Abrams 
 
Operational Director 
Yotokko Kilpatrick 
 

Field Crew 
Kris Elsbree, Taylor Zeigler,   
Mike Clark, Eric Mullen, Harbor Engel 
 

Education Coordinator 
Nicole Smedegaard 
 

Office Manager 
Alicia Robe 
 
Volunteer Coordinator 
Alexis Engelbrecht 
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