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Continued Enhancement of Marion Lake 
     By: Yotokko Kilpatrick  

In the fall of 2015 WRP, with help from Eugene’s Network Charter 

School (NCS) and the Youth Enviro-Squad (YES) continued ef-

forts to enhance overused campsites along the northern lakeshore 

of Marion Lake in the Mt. Jefferson Wilderness. Partnering with 

the Detroit Ranger District (DRD), WRP developed a five-year 

plan to restore native flora, reduce soil compaction and to promote 

“Leave NO Trace” wilderness ethics amongst visitors to Marion 

Lake. Restoration efforts in 2015 represent the fourth year of im-

plementation of the five-year restoration plan. 

 

 Prior to wilderness designation in 1968, a boat ramp on the 

lakes north shore has left compacted soils and unfortunately a lin-

gering notion to treat the area in a manner unbefitting of National 

Forest Wilderness. Despite the 3.1-mile hike to access the area, 

many visitors haul in “equipment” they unfortunately do not hike 

out with, (wilderness rangers to this day weekly remove inflatable 

rafts and oars found adjacent to and in Marion Lake). Public educa-

tion campaigns such as “ Respect the River” and “Leave No Trace” have been utilized by WRP and the DRD to in-

spire responsible recreating in the Mt. Jefferson Wilderness. 

 

 In October 2015, over 30 students from NCS and YES participated in soil de-compaction efforts adjacent to 

Marion Lake. Over 500 starts of native flora were planted into de-compacted soils to reduce erosion and increase bio-

diversity along Marion Lake’s northern shore. Species planted include Mahonia aquifolium, Oregon Grape, Xerophyl-

lum tenax, Beargrass, Acer circinatum Vine Maple and Rubus lassiocaucus, Dwarf Bramble. Post planting restoration 

areas were roped off to discourage further soil compaction from foot 

traffic. Hats go off to the DRD for their continued efforts to rope off 

the restoration area and remove litter from the project area. 

  

 Four years into the five-year plan to restore the 

northern shore along Marion Lake is a restoration success story.  

Small starts of native flora occupy portions adjacent to the lake once 

completely barren of flora. Dozens of youth participants, many of 

whom having never entered a wilderness area prior, have been initi-

ated into Oregon’s Wilderness with the mission to give back and im-

prove upon previous irresponsible usage of the area. Despite small 

successes achieved at Marion Lake there is still much work to do 

both at the site and in the arena of altering the public’s consciousness 

surrounding the treatment of the remaining wild places here in Ore-

gon and abroad.  To get more involved in these efforts feel free to 

contact WRP, 541-484-3939.  

Students participate in soil decompaction efforts at 

Marion Lake. 

 

Network Charter School students planting native 

flora adjacent to Marion Lake. 



 A Special Thank You to the 

following:  
 

National Forest Foundation 

US Army Corps of Engineers 

Fred & Sandra Austin 

Friends of Hendricks Park 

Wes Messinger 

Michelle Marshall &    

    Territorial Elementary 

Carrie Patterson &Agnes 

    Stewart Middle School 

Matthew Bigongiari & The 

    Village School 

Lauri Holts, City of Eugene 

Chad Hoffman, Lane County 

    Public Works 

Billy Hughes & The Network 

    Charter School Urban 

    Ecology Class 

Alan Dickman, University of  

    Oregon 

David Sutherland, University 

    of Oregon 

Mountain Rose Herbs 

Jenny Lippert, USFS 

Steve Northway 

Sequential Biofuels 

John Newsom & Adams 

    Elementary School 

Sarah Ruggiero & Churchill  

    High School 

Sarah Walden, Dana Giles,  

    Clint Moore & Ridgeline 

    Montessori 

Brian Naghski & South  

    Eugene High School 

Ryan Herlands & Thurston 

    High School 

Glen Herron & Sisters 

    High School 

Dan Hoynacki & The Youth 

    Enviro-Squad 

Cow Creek Umpqua Indian 

Foundation 

Meyer Memorial Trust 

Oregon Community Founda-

tion 

 

 
 

 

The Many Volunteers who 

help in the restoration of 

our Local Open Spaces!  

 Every Nickel Counts: Mention WRP at Sequential Biofuels!     

 

SeQuential Biofuels Station on McVay Highway in Eugene will donate 5 cents for every  

gallon you pump into your vehicle and 5% of store purchases to Walama Restoration Project. 

You must mention WRP when you make your purchase! 

Restoration Update Fall 2015:  Ongoing  

Efforts to Improve Biodiversity      
By Kris Elsbree 

 

 

This summer in Corvallis 

work broadened as Walama 

began work on the historic 

Mill Race.  The Mill Race 

was constructed in the mid 

19th century and has had 

many uses, owners, and al-

terations.   Damn and canal 

building always complicate 

the ecosystems they disrupt.  

Now the Mill Race has no 

industrial use and the City of 

Corvallis is working along 

with the many agencies and 

organizations to improve the 

ecological functions of the 

canal.  The Walama crew has been removing blackberries on the Mill race north 

of Crystal Lake drive and by the Corvallis BMX track.  Since the Mill Race was 

last used, vegetation has grown wild on the steep slopes.  Now nearly twenty 

years later, native vegetation is being freed from the masses of blackberry 

canes.  Ongoing work will continue this winter, as WRP will plant a diverse array 

of riparian trees and shrubs in the areas once covered by a monoculture of Arme-

nian Blackberry. A group of Oregon State University students are working with 

the city to provide a planting plan for the BMX track to be implemented this win-

ter.  

  

The Walama crew joined the Nature Conservancy again at Cox Island in 

October.  This was our third year back on the island working to eradicate 

Spartina patens; also known as Salt Meadow Cord grass.  The Nature Conser-

vancy has found shading out the populations of Spartina patens is the best 

method of eliminating the plants.  Walama has used this same tactic on many pro-

jects around Eugene and in the Cascades and is now helping use this chemical 

free approach at the Oregon coast.  Spartina patens arrived decades ago to Cox 

Island and this is the only place in Oregon where it has been found.  After many 

years of hard work, acre-sized patches have been reduced to only a few survivors.   

Our efforts were mostly spent on removing shade fabric placed in previous years 

to shade out and kill Spartina patens.  Multiple pieces of fabric were reused and 

the rest was removed from the island for disposal.  The crew also helped pick up 

litter on the island and filled a 10 yard dumpster preventing the debris from enter-

ing into the Siuslaw estuary. 

Continued on page 4 

WRP crew  from left to right are Kris Elsbree, Kenneth 

Kunce, Chris Soto and David Lewis. 



Fall 2015 Education Update 

By: Nicole Smedegaard  

After a hot and dry summer this year, the native wildflowers at the 

Butterfly Meadow in the Whilamut Natural Area of Alton Baker Park are 

finally receiving some much needed rain!  The timing couldn’t have been 

any better; the very weekend before our fall planting field trips started 

brought the welcomed moisture to our thirsty soil and loosened it just 

enough to make planting manageable.  We were granted two weeks of 

sunny field trip weather, even while the horizon filled with wispy mare’s 

tails followed by breathtaking cumulus clouds.  Planting field trips this year 

started on October 20th and the last one was completed on November 9th.  

Some students even decided to plant in their Halloween costumes! 
 

The fall plantings ensure that the starts, including yarrow, large 

leaf lupine, carex, celery leafed lovage, buttercup, goldenrod and others 

will have a full winter’s worth of moisture to establish their root systems 

before the next growing season, giving them the advantage of being ready 

to send up a spectacular show of flowers in the spring.  The autumn plant-

ings this year are the largest Walama’s education program has ever put into the Butterfly Meadow in one season, thanks 

to the high participation rate of local schools last year.  Each school has its own greenhouse full of starts that were just 

bursting to get out of their pots!  The variety of starts grown by last year’s participating students will only be surpassed 

by this year’s crop.  The From Seed to Habitat Program boasts 10 participating schools and a total of 21 classrooms av-

eraging 30-35 students each.  That’s around 650 students for the 2015-2016 school years!  The participating schools this 

year include Adams Elementary, Agnes Stewart Middle, Cal Young Middle, Churchill High, Cesar Chavez Elementary, 

Edgewood Elementary, South Eugene High, Territorial Elementary, Village School, and the Eugene Waldorf School.  

We hope to see some new excited faces next year, so if your child’s school wants to get involved, contact 

Nicole@walamarestoration.org 
 

Each classroom receives at least three visits from the education coordinator for fall term.  The education coordi-

nator spends initial classroom visits discussing the meanings of the terms in WRP’s mission statement, including envi-

ronmental stewardship, biological diversity and habitat restoration.  The 

rest of the class discussion delves deep into native versus invasive spe-

cies, especially species relevant to local Willamette Valley ecosystems 

like reed canary grass and nutria.  Finally, we get to talk about the most 

exciting part: field trips!  Next, classrooms take an in-depth look at the 

historical ethnobotanical uses and the benefits to upland prairie and wet 

prairie habitats provided by of some of the species they will be working 

with.  Classrooms discuss seed dispersal methods and germination during 

the seed cleaning activity, where seed is separated from chaff.  During 

the From Seed to Habitat Program, students explore the life cycle of a 

flowering plant in depth and prepare to be participants in that cycle from 

beginning to end…and back to the beginning!  We all look forward to 

another great year for From Seed to Habitat. 

WRP is looking for new Board Members!   

 Are you passionate about the need for restoring native habitats and  

promoting ecological education and public land stewardship in Oregon? 

 Do you have special skills, knowledge, experience, or expertise that  

you would like to contribute to WRP?  

If you answered yes to these questions, consider joining WRP’s Board of Directors! Board members are   

engaged volunteer leaders who govern and help guide our organization towards greater success.  

If you are interested in becoming a Board Member, please contact WRP Board President Taylor Zeigler at 

taylorzeigler@yahoo.com or WRP Operational Director Yotokko Kilpatrick at (541) 484-3939.  

Serving on the Board of Directors is a great opportunity to get involved with Walama Restoration Project on 

a level that helps craft, guide, and fulfill our organizational mission.   

Adams Elementary 4th graders work on Gold-

enrod at the Butterfly Meadow . 

Edgewood Elementary student plant Carex. 



Our Mission: 

Walama Restoration Project is a Non-Profit Organization Dedicated to 

Environmental Stewardship & Biological Diversity through Education 

& Habitat Restoration. 

 

 

5th Graders Walk for Walama! 
By Nicole Smedegaard 

 
 WRP would like to extend a big Thank You to the 5th graders at The Village School in Eugene for 

choosing WRP as the beneficiary of their part of this year’s Walk-a-Thon proceeds! We are so appreciative for 

your support and your hard work. The Village School’s annual Walk-a-Thon, held in early October, gives 

each class the opportunity to support an ecologically-minded non-profit organization of their choice. We are 

honored to be the recipients of the 5th-graders' portion of the proceeds for the 6th consecutive year! WRP 

Education Coordinator Nicole Smedegaard has been working with Matthew Bigongiari’s 5th graders this year 

to propagate native wildflowers through the From Seed to Habitat Program.  Nice work 5th graders!  
 

 

 

Restoration Update Fall 2015:  Ongoing Efforts to Improve  

Biodiversity (Continued)       By: Kris Elsbree  

 
 This fall, work is continuing at Quamash Prai-

rie.  Entering the seventh year working at Lane County 

Public Works wetland mitigation site in Creswell, a 

diverse array of wildlife has emerged from a carefully 

carved wetland.  Slow to grow Danthonia californica 

(California Oatgrass), Eriophyllum lanatum (Oregon 

Sunshine), and Prunella vulgaris (Self Heal) are now 

filling in the spaces between the dominating 

Deschampsia caespitosa (Tufted Hairgrass).  Adding 

to the mix, our crew has planted another 50 lbs of 

Camas leichtlinii (Tall Camus) bulbs this fall along 

with few hundred Triteleia hyacinthina (Harvest 

Brodiaea).  A few late blooming Grindelia integrifolia 

(Willamette Valley Gumweed) add yellow to an other-

wise brown landscape.  Even after a few fall rains this wetland is still parched from the warmest summer ever 

recorded. Now halfway into November the ponds are still dry spare one puddle only a few inches deep.  Yet 

the native vegetation persists.  Down in cracks of the broken clay soil long toed salamanders and pacific cho-

rus frogs await the fall rains.  Many birds pass through the meadow including yellow headed blackbird, west-

ern blue bird, and western meadowlark.  Osprey came but left early when the ponds dried up this summer 

giving way to a host of other predatory birds. Herons, egrets, marsh hawks, are commonly seen across Qua-

mash Prairie. Our plantings were paused by the screeching and aerobatics of a new generation of red-tailed 

hawks that have taken to home to the adjacent woodland along Camas Swale.  It will be nice to view the life 

over the purple camas sea this coming spring. 



Purchase Native Plant Greeting Cards to Support WRP  

Now online as well as at these local shops! 
 

Walama Restoration Project has designed six native plant greeting cards that we are selling as a fundraiser 

for our organization. 100 percent of the proceeds goes directly towards WRP’s From Seed to Habitat        

education program and to the expansion of declining rare native plant species of the PNW. If you would like 

to purchase greeting cards, you can do so on our website at walamarestoration.org or at the following local 

businesses. You can also contact us at (541) 484-3939 or via email: info@walamarestoration.org. 

 

 

 

 
 

WRP Native Plant Greeting Cards can be found at:  

Down To Earth     New Frontier Market 

Friendly Street Market     Sundance Natural Foods 

Greater Goods     Smith Family Bookstore (downtown) 

Kiva Grocery     Sequential Bio-fuels 

First Alternative Cooperative (Corvallis)  Kalapuya Books (Cottage Grove) 

Iris Hill Vineyards 
 

Thank you to all of these fantastic local businesses for your support!  

Thank you, Members, for your continued support of  

Walama Restoration Project!  

Throughout 2015 WRP has hosted monthly volunteer environmental restoration work parties to help reestablish 

severely degraded Willamette Valley prairie habitat in the Whilamut Natural Area located in eastern Alton Baker Park. 

Willamette Valley prairie habitat currently occupies less than half of 1% of it’s historic range and requires immediate 

intervention to preserve these biological treasure chests for the benefit of future generations. 
  

 In 2015 community members have volunteered over 700 hours collecting and cleaning native plant seeds, 

propagating native prairie and wetland plants, removing invasive vegetation, and conducting chemical-free site prepa-

ration for native prairie restoration. Volunteering in native habitat restoration efforts gives one a glimpse into the his-

toric landscapes that once covered the Willamette Valley. 
 

 During the 2016growing season, WRP will work with the community to selectively remove exotic forbs and 

grasses from the Whilamut Natural area. In Summer 2016, WRP will continue to focus on native seed collecting and 

cleaning to continue to expand habitat for declining species of pollinators. Sowing of native forb/grass species will take 

place in Fall 2016. 
 

 Anyone can volunteer. We have volunteer activities for every age group, skill and ability. You can work as an 

individual or work with a group. You can join a regular group or just participate occasionally. No experience is neces-

sary - Just wear comfortable clothes and come prepared to get dirty! 
 

Work Party Dates: January 18 and 30, February 20, March 5, April 22 and 23, May 

7 and 21, June 4 and 18 
All work parties are 9am-12pm and tools and refreshments are provided. 

Contact Krystal. Email krystal@walamarestoration.org 

Volunteer Work Party Update 
By: Krystal Young 



 

Walama Restoration Project relies on community    
support to facilitate our education programs.  If  you 
would like to make a tax deductible contribution or 
would like to volunteer with WRP, please fill out this 
form & send it to:         

Walama Restoration Project 
PO Box 894 

Eugene, OR 97440 
Yes! I would like to be a supporter! 
___ Limited Income       $15 
___ Individual                $35 
___ Family                     $50 
—-- Sustaining Member $100 
___ Sponsor                  $500 
___ Other Amount _____ 

**You can also donate on our website 
www.walamarestoration.org 

___ Yes!  I am interested in volunteering!   
My interests include _____________________ 
_____________________________________ 
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