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Community Involvement & Long-term Ownership Strategy in the  

Whilamut Natural Area 
By: Yotokko Kilpatrick 

 In late February WRP staff, with support from the University of Oregon’s Environmental Studies   

Program, broke ground on an exciting new project to restore native habitat in the eastern part of Alton Baker 

Park’s Whilamut Natural Area.  The Community Involvement and Long-term Ownership Strategy (CILOS) is 

a project modeled upon the Whilamut Butterfly Meadow (WBM). Both projects guide the community,        

especially youth, through the process of the reclamation of highly imperiled Willamette Valley prairie habitat. 

A community decision process over the past several years to create artistic enhancements to the area            

determined the use of this area as a prairie restoration site. 
 

 The CILOS project site like the WBM will not employ the use of chemical   

herbicides as a protocol for removing or managing invasive vegetation. The entire 

CILOS site (currently 3.5 acres) is being prepared for the planting of native vegetation 

by utilizing a geo-textile fabric to shade out species of exotic vegetation that inhibit the 

development of native prairie vegetation. This geo-textile fabric will be removed in the 

fall of 2015 and replaced again in the spring of 2016 to help exhaust the site’s seed 

bank of exotic vegetation. The final removal of geo-textile fabric will occur in the fall 

of 2016 to begin planting native vegetation and installing wildlife enhancement        

features. 
 

 In the 1960’s and 70’s the furthest reaches of Eugene’s Alton Baker Park were 

unfortunately utilized as a landfill. In much of this eastern area of the park the cap for 

the landfill was relatively thin, thus this area may not be very accommodating to deep 

tap-rooted species, i.e. trees and shrubs. The rehabilitation of declining species of    

prairie plants remains a viable option to provide ecological enhancements to the area to 

benefit a myriad of species including several families of foxes currently residing in this 

portion of the natural area. In addition to the planting of prairie species, wildlife       

enhancement features will be added to further benefit species of fauna utilizing the 

area. Rock piles and singing perches will be placed in the area after the initial site 

preparation occurs to benefit reptiles and grassland dependent songbirds. 
 

 The implementation of CILOS will require the expansion of WRP’s From Seed to Habitat education 

program. We anticipate our educational outreach will expand from the current four schools we are working 

with to the incorporation of between twelve to fourteen schools in the local area. This means hundreds of    

students over the course of the next several years will be engaged in the propagation of highly declining     

species of flora. These youth participants will not only grow these plants but also plant them into the CILOS 

project site and return to view the emergence of a vibrant prairie plant community. Incorporating our         

community’s youth in the reclamation of some of our nation’s most imperiled ecosystems serves to empower 

future generations that they can make a difference as ecological stewards of our public natural areas. 
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The Many Volunteers who 

help in the restoration of 

our Local Open Spaces!  

SAVE THE DATE! 

~ Harvest Feast for Habitat ~ 
A WRP fundraising dinner & event, planned for October 17, 2014 

 

Walama Restoration Project is pleased to announce an exciting event and    

fundraiser being planned for the evening of Friday, October 17th. The event will 

take place at the Unitarian Universalist Church at W. 13th and Chambers in 

Eugene. The event's title, Harvest Feast for Habitat, denotes the seasonally     

appropriate dinner that will be featured and prepared by Walama staff and     

volunteers using local, organic, farm-fresh food, as well as the objective of the 

event: to benefit and raise awareness for ecological restoration and stewardship 

of our local native habitats. There will be some fascinating speakers (yet to be 

determined) as well as music by My Father's Ghost and a Silent Auction with an 

outdoor theme.    

 

So mark your calendars for October 17th ~  

We’ll see you there!  

 Every Nickel Counts: Mention WRP at Sequential Biofuels!     

 

SeQuential Biofuels Station on McVay Highway in Eugene will donate 5 cents for every  

gallon you pump into your vehicle and 5% of store purchases to Walama Restoration Project. 

You must mention WRP when you make your purchase! 

5th Graders Walk for Walama! 
WRP would like to extend a big Thank You to the 5th graders at The Village 

School in Eugene for choosing WRP as the beneficiary of their part of this year’s 

Walk-a-Thon proceeds, which totaled $650! We are so appreciative for your   

support and your hard work. The Village School’s annual Walk-a-Thon, held in 

early October, gives each class the opportunity to support an ecologically-minded 

non-profit  organization of their choice. We are honored to be the recipients of the 

5th-graders' portion of the proceeds for the 3rd consecutive year! WRP Education  

Coordinator Nicole Smedegaard has been working with Susana Romatz’s 5th 

graders this year to propagate native wildflowers through the From Seed to    

Habitat Program. This year’s students are particularly artistically talented and 

have enjoyed a wide range of drawing and labeling projects to better understand 

subjects like the plant life cycle, parts of a seed, the parts of a flower and the    

native species that inhabit upland prairie, oak savanna, and wetland prairie     

habitats. Nice work 5th graders!  

 WRP would also like to thank the following individuals and local  

businesses for their donations to our Silent Auction on February 1:  

Berg’s Ski & Snowboard 

Bloom River Gardens  
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Doak Creek Native Plant 

   Nursery 
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Duckworth’s Nursery & 

   Landscaping 

Eugene Toy & Hobby 

Greater Goods  

Harlequin Beads & Jewelry 

Hop Valley Brewing 

Howard Bonnett 

Jerry’s Home Improvement 

Klink Cycles 

Lane Forest Products 

Laura Magpali 

LaVelle Vineyards 

Mountain Rose Herbs 

Oakshire Brewing 

Northwest Garden Nursery 

Passionflower Design 

REI  

Sundance Natural Foods 

Sweet Life Patisserie 

Sweet Potato Pie 

Tactics 

The Green Store 

Wildtime Foods 

Graham Landscape & 

   Design 

Capella Market 

Circle Creations  



WRP From Seed to Habitat Education Program: Spring 2014 Update 
By: Nicole Smedegaard 

As students arrived back to school after an extended winter vacation that      

included several snow days, they got right back in action with the From Seed to 

Habitat program. Native upland prairie seeds collected last summer were     

prepared using cold stratification, a method that involves mimicking the natural 

cycle of dormancy that seeds in the Pacific Northwest experience every winter. 

The students stir up buckets of dry coconut fiber with water to create a damp 

medium for the seeds that are then mixed in, sealed up, labeled and stored in a 

refrigerator for 60 days. In order to better understand the process of cold    

stratification, students receive a lesson on the life cycle of flowering plants. 

They create a diagram of the four seasons for both annual and perennial plants 

and label germination, flowering, disseminating seeds and  dormancy. Students 

then create their own images of the parts of a seed and follow along as the seed 

coat, embryo and cotyledons are labeled. Students learn about the purpose of 

the seed coat and discuss Lupine, which has seeds that germinate at a higher 

rate when they experience scarification. 

 

 

 

Immediately after spring break, the cold stratified seeds were spread out into 

flats and placed in the hoop houses to germinate. Warm weather followed with 

perfect timing. The FSTH students always enjoy spring because they get to 

dissect flowers, guessing what the purpose of each part may be based on its 

structure, color and texture. Spring is also the perfect time to learn about     

pollination and pollinators, including butterflies of the Willamette Valley like 

Fender’s Blue Butterfly, an endangered endemic species. The 2013/2014 

school year will end with a fun field trip to either the Butterfly Meadow in the 

Whilamut Natural Area of Alton Baker or to Fisher Butte Wetlands. During 

their field trips, students practice identifying the natives they helped to plant in 

the fall, and experience a little piece of habitat history at these amazing sites. 

 

 

  

We expect to see the Village School, Territorial Elementary, Agnes Stewart Middle, and Network Charter 

School back again next year and to welcome several new classrooms into the From Seed to Habitat program as 

well. Educators interested in getting their class involved in the program can now find sample curriculum on 

the Walama Restoration Project website at walamarestoration.org.  

 

Thank you FSTH schools for a fun and exciting year! 

7th grade students fill flats with soil 

at Agnes Steward Middle School 

Carrie Patterson’s class spreads seeds 

at Agnes Stewart Middle School 

WRP is looking for new Board Members!   

 Are you passionate about the need for restoring native habitats and  

promoting ecological education and public land stewardship in Oregon? 

 Do you have special skills, knowledge, experience, or expertise that  

you would like to contribute to WRP?  

If you answered yes to these questions, consider joining WRP’s Board of Directors! Board members are   

engaged volunteer leaders who govern and help guide our organization towards greater success.  

If you are interested in becoming a Board Member, please contact WRP Board President Taylor Zeigler at 

taylorzeigler@yahoo.com or WRP Operational Director Yotokko Kilpatrick at (541) 484-3939.  

Serving on the Board of Directors is a great opportunity to get involved with Walama Restoration Project on 

a level that helps craft, guide, and fulfill our organizational mission.   



Restoration Update: Striving for Balance 

Native Flora, Wildlife Habitat Expansion & a Whole Lot More! 
By: Yotokko Kilpatrick  

During the past dormant season, WRP field technicians tackled invasive vegetation and planted a bounty 

of native flora in efforts to bring balance into the ecosystems of the Willamette Valley and beyond. At the   

onset of the dormant season, WRP crews headed towards Timothy Lake in the Oregon Cascades to enhance 

portions of the lakeshore. WRP crews planted native conifers, salvaged native flora, and seeded and mulched 

native grasses and lupines adjacent to Timothy Lake. 
   

In an effort to enhance and expand native prairie habitat WRP crews planted  20,000 plugs of native grass 

and herbaceous species. Twenty acres of prairie habitat were enhanced adjacent to Fern Ridge and in wetland 

habitats just outside of Lowell, Oregon. Species such as Rose 

Checker-Mallow (Sidalcea Virgata) will provide nectar forage           

opportunities for the Fender’s Blue-Butterfly, a species on the      

decline due to habitat loss. 
  

At the end of 2013, WRP completed a year of habitat              

enhancements for the Western Pond Turtle, largely on the decline 

due to the fragmentation of habitat. WRP crews enhanced nesting 

habitat for Pond Turtles in Fern Ridge’s South Marsh, along Fall 

Creek and adjacent to the Hills Creek Reservoir. Enhancement     

efforts to nesting habitat create opportunities for the recruitment of 

juveniles, one of the primary challenges currently facing this          

declining species. 
  

As always the control of problematic vegetation remains perhaps 

the largest hurdle in the race to save native ecosystems. Along    

multiple stretches of the McKenzie River, WRP crews worked to remove populations of Old Man’s Beard 

(Clematis vitalba) from the riparian corridor. Largely problematic in the Portland Metro Area, this species is     

currently threatening to undermine riparian habitats in the southern part of the Willamette Valley. A bit closer 

to home, WRP crews also worked to remove English Ivy (Hedera helix) from the Oak Knoll portion of 

Hendricks Park here in Eugene. 

WRP crews planting nectar species to enhance 

prairie habitat adjacent to Fern Ridge. 

Species Spotlight: Rose Checker-Mallow, Sidalcea virgata 
Rose Checker-Mallow (Sidalcea Virgata) is a pinkish/purple      

perennial wildflower with five petals. Rose Checker-Mallow is   

native to the Pacific Northwest and is located primarily on the west 

coast in California, Washington, and Oregon. Populations of this 

lovely species can be located throughout the inland valleys and 

foothills of western Oregon (especially in the Willamette Valley) 

and north into southwestern Washington. Usually found growing in 

moist meadows, open fields, lower mountains, along grassy       

hillsides, roadsides and throughout the loping hills of the        

Northwest, Rose Checker-Mallow lives primarily in areas that have 

higher moisture levels. Although Rose Checker-Mallow is adapted 

to sites that are seasonally saturated in the winter to early spring, 

the species is also fairly drought-tolerant during the later months when it blooms. As a native wildflower 

used in prairie restoration plantings, Rose Checker-Mallow is an important member of a diverse native plant 

community of the mallow family (Malvaceae). An herbaceous perennial that typically grows 8 to 40 inches 

tall, these wildflower plants have a strong taproot and short to trailing rhizomes, with aboveground stems  

often trailing. With flower stalks that are generally loose, often one-sided, and rarely branched (from 1-3 side 

branches), and having relatively few flowers (5-30) compared to other Sidalcea species in western Oregon, 

our lovely Rose Checker-Mallow flowers from May to June with the seed generally ripening by late June to 

mid-July. Rose Checker-Mallow flowers are one of the primary nectar sources for the imperiled Fender’s 

Blue Butterfly, creating an inviting habitat for butterflies in general. Flowers of the Sidalcea species are a 

source of pollen and nectar for native bees and other beneficial insects.  



Our Mission: 

Walama Restoration Project is a Non-Profit Organization Dedicated to 

Environmental Stewardship & Biological Diversity through Education 

& Habitat Restoration. 

Purchase Native Plant Greeting Cards to Support WRP  

Now online as well as at these local shops! 
 

Walama Restoration Project has designed six native plant greeting cards that we are selling as a fundraiser 

for our organization. 100 percent of the proceeds goes directly towards WRP’s From Seed to Habitat        

education program and to the expansion of declining rare native plant species of the PNW. If you would like 

to purchase greeting cards, you can do so on our website at walamarestoration.org or at the following local 

businesses. You can also contact us at (541) 484-3939 or via email: info@walamarestoration.org. 
 

 

 

WRP Native Plant Greeting Cards can be found at:  

Down To Earth     New Frontier Market 

Friendly Street Market     Sundance Natural Foods 

Greater Goods     Smith Family Bookstore (downtown) 

Kiva Grocery     Sequential Bio-fuels 

First Alternative Cooperative (Corvallis)  Kalapuya Books (Cottage Grove) 
 

Thank you to all of these fantastic local businesses for your support!  

Thank you, Members, for your continued support of  

Walama Restoration Project!  

Informative and entertaining, WRP's “An Evening with Author William Sullivan” event at Cozmic Pizza this 

past February raised interests in and awareness of our region's habitats, hikes, and history. It also raised a 

whopping $1500 for WRP's        

r e s to r a t ion  and  educa t ion           

programs! We are so grateful to 

everyone who came out to support 

WRP through attending, donating, 

and bidding on items in our Silent 

Auction. We'd like to extend a    

special thank you to our wonderful 

speakers Bruce Newhouse and William Sullivan, to the Mutswi Wambuya Youth Ensemble, who provided a 

spectacular musical performance, to all those businesses who donated items to our Silent Auction, and to 

Cozmic Pizza for hosting our event! THANK YOU for your generous support and for helping to make the 

evening successful and fun!    

February 1st event at Cozmic Pizza a great success! 



 

Walama Restoration Project relies on community    
support to facilitate our education programs.  If  you 
would like to make a tax deductible contribution or 
would like to volunteer with WRP, please fill out this 
form & send it to:         

Walama Restoration Project 
PO Box 894 

Eugene, OR 97440 
Yes! I would like to be a supporter! 
___ Limited Income       $15 
___ Individual                $35 
___ Family                     $50 
—-- Sustaining Member $100 
___ Sponsor                  $500 
___ Other Amount _____ 

**You can also donate on our website 
www.walamarestoration.org 

___ Yes!  I am interested in volunteering!   
My interests include _____________________ 
_____________________________________ 
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