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Monarch Butterfly Conservation 
By: Kris Elsbree  

The western migration of monarch butterflies in North America is much less 
understood than the eastern migration.  Documentation of migration routes, 
breeding areas, and overwintering sites is limited and recently more extensive 
surveys are worrisome.  The Xerces Society is an international nonprofit organi-
zation dedicated to the conservation of invertebrates and their habitat.   Every 
year they collect data from a thanksgiving count by hundreds of citizen scientists 
at monarch over wintering grounds.  While every year more people get involved 
and more sites are incorporated into the count; the population is declining.   The 
latest study shows a decline of 97% of monarchs at overwintering sites from 
historic numbers.   Conservation efforts are underway but to increase the scale, 
pace and effectiveness of projects more monitoring and surveying will need to 
be conducted to have meaningful impacts towards the rate of recovery for mon-
archs.   
 
This year Walama will work with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, The Bu-
reau of Land Management, the U.S. Forest Service, and Private land owners to 
conduct surveys for milkweed and monarch butterflies.   Milkweed surveys will 

begin in May to find new patches and also to check on the health of known populations.  Site information will be shared with 
Xerces Society to update their online Western Monarch Milkweed Mapper, as well as the Oregon flora atlas and land manage-
ment agencies so they better understand the extent and health of the milkweed on their lands.  Walama will also monitor the 
activity of monarchs at these sites to better understand the timing of migration, array of nectar species used by monarchs, loca-
tion and productivity of breeding areas, and the site conditions of milkweed populations.  This additional information will be 
shared with the University of Minnesota Monarch Lab.  This lab collects and consolidates data from across the country, hosts 
trainings and has an online video series for those who cannot attend the trainings.   This work relies heavily on citizen scien-
tists and Walama is putting a call out for all those who are interested.  To get involved please contact our Volunteer coordina-
tor Maya Goklany at maya@walamarestoration.org, or call us at 541 484 3939. 
 
Events: 
May 1st 5-7pm - Science Pub at Wildcraft Cider Works  
May 5th 9:30-3pm - Western Monarch and Pollinator Spring Migration Celebration at Sisters Middle School, Sisters OR 
May 12th 10-3pm - Bikes to Blooms at Bake Stewart Park on Dorena Lake Cottage Grove, OR 
May 19th 10-5pm - Wildflower Festival at Mount Pisgah Arboretum  
Additional information: 
Monarch Conservation Plan: monarchjointventure.org 
University of Minnesota Monarch Lab: monarchlab.org 
Xerces Society: xerces.org 
Tanya Harvey Blog:  westerncascades.com 
Bikes to Blooms: Coastfork.org 
 
Volunteer Opportunity: 
We are currently seeking interns and volunteers for Spring and Summer 2018 to conduct field surveys for monarch butterflies 
and their host plant (milkweed). Field sites are located in Willamette National Forest, approximately 1.5-2 hours east of Eu-
gene and Corvallis. Please visit http://walamarestoration.org/get-involved for more info! 

A very sad sight but certainly definitive evidence that a 
monarch had been in the Medicine Creek Meadow in 
Umpqua National Forest.  Photo and caption by citizen 
scientist Tanya Harvey  



A Special Thank You to the 
following:  

 

Wes Messinger, US Army 
Corps of Engineers  
Lauri Holts, City of Eugene  
Chad Hoffman, Lane County 
Public Works  
Billy Hughes & Network 
Charter School 
Matthew Bigongiari & The 
Village School  
UO Duck Corps 
Mountain Rose Herbs  
Jenny Lippert, USFS  
Sequential Biofuels  
Sarah Ruggiero & Churchill 
High School  
New Day Bakery 
Toby's 
Bread Stop 
Sizzle Pie 
Izzy's Pizza 
Mazamas 
 
 
 

The Many Volunteers who 
help in the restoration of 
our Local Open Spaces!  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Every Nickel  Counts: Mention WRP at Sequential Biofuels!     

 

SeQuential Biofuels Station on McVay Highway in Eugene will donate 5 cents for every  
gallon you pump into your vehicle and 5% of store purchases to Walama Restoration Project. 

You must mention WRP when you make your purchase! 

Maplewoods 
 
By Kris Elsbree  

 
This winter the Walama Crew be-
gan restoration work at the Maple-
woods; a greenspace owned by 
the Valley River Village Home 
Owners Association.  This forest 
is part of an old flood channel ad-
jacent to the Willamette river in 
Eugene.  The area has remarkable 
remnant native vegetation with 
everything you would expect to 
see in a valley bottom riparian 
forest.  Abundant Mock Orange, 
Osoberry, and Oregon Grape 
sprawls through the forest.  Win-
ter wrens, downy woodpeckers, 
hairy woodpeckers, and wood 
ducks are common residents to the 
forest.   The Maplewoods now 
also has a thick layer of Armenian 
Blackberries, English Ivy, and an 
encroaching population of Shiny 
Geranium.   

 
The crew began in the fall by removing ivy off trees.  Trails were created 
through the blackberries to access the trees inundated with Ivy.  Once the Ivy is 
removed from the trees we will be able to continue work removing ivy over the 
following years before it has a chance flower and make seed.  The crew then 
used remaining funds to grub out ivy and blackberry roots along the trail and in a 
section of the woods.  The crew also used flameweeders to burn off shiny gera-
nium on the river edge of the forest to prevent further encroachment.  The burn-
ing also instigating the germination of thousands of delphiniums and opened the 
ground for plants awakening their winter slumber.    
 
Work will continue over the 
coming years at a pace in line 
with the HOA’s budget and 
with the thought in-mind to 
prevent too much soil disturb-
ance at once which opens the 
ground for weeds to move-in.  
This balanced approach will 
keep yearly costs down, de-
crease the work load overtime, 
and end with a successfully 
restored forest with minimal 
yearly upkeep.     

Site before (above) and after restoration (below) 

Delphiniums emerging after burning shiny geranium 



Education Update Spring 2018 
 

 

 

By Nicole Smedegaard    

The From Seed to Habitat (FSH) program is forging ahead in 

synchrony with the seasons for our 8th school year with Educa-

tion Director Nicole Smedegaard. This year WRP has had the 

pleasure to welcome several new schools and teachers into the 

environmental education program. Wellsprings Friends School is 

participating this year after getting involved by volunteering last 

year at the CILOS restoration site in Alton Baker.  Elmira Ele-

mentary has also joined us this year! Principal Michelle Marshall, 

a previous FSH participating teacher, was keen on the idea of 

both fifth grade classrooms participating and the US Army Corps 

of Engineers sponsored the FSH education program at both Elmi-

ra and Territorial Elementary Schools this year.  Our last new 

addition is Early College and Career Options High School on the 

LCC Campus, with Brian Naghski. The FSH program now has 12 schools and 30 classrooms participating in local 

environmental restoration efforts, learning about our native ecosystems and propagating native wildflowers in 

school gardens. 

 Lessons this winter have included in-depth habitat stud-

ies including: Wetlands and Amphibians, Oak Savanna and 

Fire, and Upland Prairie and Birds.  The 5th grade students then 

get an introduction to photosynthesis and the 7th graders learn a 

little biochemistry in their photosynthesis overview. The real 

down and dirty learning happens in the most fun lesson of all 

though: Soil and Decomposers. Humus, the decomposing top 

layer of soil containing the FBI (Fungi, Bacteria and Inverte-

brates) is literally dug up and plopped down by the ladle full 

into a bowl for each kid to investigate with a hand lens and info 

worksheet.  The most popular compost critter seems to be the 

rolly polly, Armadillidium vulgare, a friendly vegetarian isopod 

that students will patiently wait for as it unrolls from the defen-

sive ball position.  One of the least popular organisms frequent-

ly found was the cryptopid centipede, Theatops californiensis. This little arthropod is not a decomposer, but a 

predator, one which had to be quarantined to a bug jar upon discovery to prevent it from creepy crawling right out 

of the bowl on its’ many legs!  

 Soil and Decomposers was one of last lessons leading up 

to spring break because when students return, it is time to fill 

pots with soil! Each pot is filled with loam and kids spread the 

seed and coconut fiber mixture (used for cold stratification) over 

the soil and label the species in each flat. Seeds usually take 2-3 

weeks to germinate and by summer break the wildflower starts 

will be several inches tall.  After a Flower Anatomy lesson and a 

Pollination and Pollinators lesson, field trips will be at hand dur-

ing the final weeks of the program in May. Students enjoy manu-

al invasive removal (weeding) and a scavenger hunt during the 

spring field trips to local restoration sites. 

Become a Walama Board Member!   
WRP is currently seeking members of our community to join the Board of Directors.  We encourage interested individuals sit in on 
a board meeting or contact us at info@walamarestoration.org.  Serving on the board is a great way to resume build and contribute 
to your community!  Our next board meeting is Dec 13th at 6:00 in the upstairs meeting room of the Growers Market. See you 
there. 

mailto:info@walamarestoration.org


Our Mission: 

Walama Restoration Project is a Non-Profit Organization Dedicated to 
Environmental Stewardship & Biological Diversity through Education 

& Habitat Restoration. 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Whilamut Natural Area Restoration Update 
 
By Maya Goklany 
 

The picturesque pathway inspired by American running legend Steve Prefontaine, Pre’s Trail, winds 
along the Willamette River and draws hundreds of runners, walkers, and cyclists to Alton Baker Park 
each day. Those that have been enjoying the trail for years may have noticed the significant changes 
the land on the eastern side of the trail, just north of the Knickerbocker Bridge. Together, the Eugene 
community has been working on transforming this former landfill site and construction staging area 
for the I-5 river bridge into a healthy native habitat. This piece of land in the Whilamut Natural Area 
is now on its fourth year of habitat restoration, and we are pleased to see the vibrant prairie and wet-
land communities emerge and flourish this year. Placing black woven landscape fabric over large 
tracts of invasive species has “solarized” upper layer of soil, effectively killing the aboveground veg-
etation, roots, and seed bank. This year we have removed virtually all of the fabric and have spent 
the winter broadcasting seed and planting our nursery inventory of over 10,000 natives onsite. Envi-
ronmental stewards from the University of Oregon’s Holden Center, Duck Corps, and Row Team, 
Mountain Rose Herbs, and dedicated drop-in volunteers have donated over 100 hours of their time 
this winter, braving mud, rain, hail, and snow flurries to establish native wildflowers, grasses, and 
hydrophytes in the Whilamut Natural Area.  
 
Whilamut is a Kalapuya word which means “where the river ripples and runs fast”, and was chosen 
by the Citizen Planning Committee for Alton Baker Park to honor the tribal members that historical-
ly hunted, fished, and gathered camas (Camassia quamash) bulbs from the area. This winter we have 
planted a camas meadow over half an acre of low lying, wet prairie in the restoration site. Our plant-
ing plan not only focuses on improving habitat for pollinators and other wildlife, but it includes sev-
eral other lesser known traditional food and medicine plants of the Confederated Tribes of the Grand 
Ronde Community of Oregon, including showy tarweed (Madia elegans) and barestem biscuit root 
(Lomatium nudicaule). The seeds of tarweed species, members of the sunflower (Asteraceae) family, 
were beaten off standing plants, tossed with hot coals on bark or woven trays for parching, and 

ground into meal in stone mortars. 
The spring leaves and stems of 
biscuit root, a member of the car-
rot family (Apiaceae), were eaten 
raw and cooked as a potherb. 
Poultices made from the leaves, 
roots, stems and fruits were used 
to treat bruises and wounds, and 
teas were used to soothe stomach 
ailments, and cold symptoms.  
 
This summer we will be hosting 
guided plant walks through the 
Whilamut Natural Area, pollinator 
surveys, and work parties to con-
tinue our habitat restoration ef-
forts. Stay tuned to hear about the 
flower displays and pollinators 
along this section of Pre’s Trail.  



Purchase Native Plant Greeting Cards to Support WRP ! 
 
 

 

 

 
 
Walama Restoration Project has designed six native plant greeting cards that we are selling as a fundraiser 
for our organization. 100 percent of the proceeds goes directly towards WRP’s From Seed to Habitat        ed-
ucation program and to the expansion of declining rare native plant species of the PNW. If you would like to 
purchase greeting cards, you can do so on our website at walamarestoration.org. You can also contact us at 
(541) 484-3939 or via email: info@walamarestoration.org. 
 

Thank you, Members, for your continued support of  
Walama Restoration Project!  

By Kris Elsbree 
 
Thanks to Mazamas work 
has continued at Santiam 
Pass. Over the winter in 
2017 the seed that was col-
lected by the crew the pre-
vious fall was prepared for 
cold stratification by the 
Network Charter School.  
After three months the 
seed was ready for volun-
teers to pot up.   By fall 
their work had produced 

nearly 4000 plants.  In the fall of 2017 the Walama crew planted 
an area near Big Lake with Little flower Penstemon, Yarrow, 
Golden Rod, and California Brome.  The site is adjacent to the 
Old Santiam Wagon Road which is a historic monument.  Work 
is continuing now to preserve the historic wagon road and the 
adjacent meadows.  Original campsites from the wagon road are 
still used today.  Overuse and spreading campgrounds are di-
minishing the historic value and the vegetation.  Walama will be 
planting areas closed off from vehicle access and camping to 
encourage native ground cover and contain spreading campsites 
to their original size.  We have more plants ready to go in our 
nursery and Network Charter School has prepared more seed for 
cold stratification.  More seed collection and plant cuttings will 
take place this summer and fall. If you would like to get in-
volved with this project, please contact ma-
ya@walamarestoration.org. 

Santiam Pass Wagon Road Restoration 

Santiam Pass OHV Area Planting:  Wala-
ma crew planting a meadow with Hoodoo 



 

Walama Restoration Project relies on community    
support to facilitate our education programs.  If  you 
would like to make a tax deductible contribution or 
would like to volunteer with WRP, please fill out this 
form & send it to:         

Walama Restoration Project 
PO Box 894 

Eugene, OR 97440 
Yes! I would like to be a supporter! 
___ Limited Income       $15 
___ Individual                $35 
___ Family                     $50 
—-- Sustaining Member $100 
___ Sponsor                  $500 
___ Other Amount _____ 

**You can also donate on our website 
www.walamarestoration.org 

___ Yes!  I am interested in volunteering!   
My interests include _____________________ 
_____________________________________ 
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