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A Community Approach to Reclaiming Habitat 
By: Yotokko Kilpatrick  

  In the fall of 2016 WRP will begin the initial stages of 

vegetating the site for the Community Involvement and a Long-Term 

Ownership Strategy (CILOS). CILOS is located adjacent to the Wil-

lamette River and the fairly recently constructed I-5 river bridge on the 

eastern portions of the Whilamut Natural Area (WNA). Modeled on 

previous efforts at the Whilamut Butterfly Meadow, CILOS re-creates 

Willamette Valley prairie habitat without the input of chemical herbi-

cides. Restoration of prairie habitat void of chemical herbicide applica-

tions is somewhat of an anomaly in the Willamette Valley. Instead of 

applying Glyphosate, a common herbicide that clinical studies link to 

lymphoma, damage to the human reproductive system, breast cancer as 

well as hormone and DNA destruction, WRP engages youth and the 

general community in the stewardship of natural areas to increase biodi-

versity and improve habitat. 

 

 WRP has been preparing the CILOS site for planting by placing 

shade fabric over the project area in early 2014. Last fall this fabric was 

removed from the site. This spring we will be re-staking the fabric over the project area. This repeated shading will help 

exhaust the seed bank of exotic vegetation that will be in direct competition with species of native flora. Eleven of the 

twelve native plant communities historic to the Willamette Valley are considered imperiled or critically imperiled. Re-

vegetation efforts at CILOS will help expand populations for some of the valley’s most fragmented plant communities 

and provide nectar sources for declining species of native pollinators. 

 

 CILOS is located in the WNA on the eastern edges of Alton Baker Park provides the opportunity for a living 

laboratory for ecological restoration. Currently 27 classrooms in the southern Willamette Valley are participating in the 

propagation of native flora that will be installed in the project area later in 2016. Students from the environmental stud-

ies department at the University of Oregon have been instrumental in preparing the site through the placement of shade 

fabric. WRP plans to engage students throughout the community in on-site monitoring efforts. In addition to the planting 

of a mosaic of upland and wetland prairie plant communities, WRP will install habitat features for reptiles and grassland 

dependent songbirds.  

 

 The rehabilitation of prairie habitat in the WNA through the implementation of the CILOS project directly 

aligns with the long-term plan developed by the City of Eugene for the WNA prior to the initiating stages of CILOS. As 

members of the Eugene-Springfield community we all have a stake and can play a part in the restoration of historic Wil-

lamette Valley prairie habitat. The transformation of the CILOS site will largely occur within the next year but the re-

quired stewardship will be an ongoing effort for years to come. Participation in this process allows a glimpse into the 

past in terms of the plant communities present in the valley prior to Euro-American settlements. We strongly encourage 

you to join us as we march forward into the future while continuing to remember the past that shaped this special region 

we call home. 

Walama Restoration Project Crew and University 

of Oregon Environmental Studies  students placing 

shade fabric at CILOS site. 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Special Thank You to the 

following:  
 

National Forest Foundation 

US Army Corps of Engineers 

Fred & Sandra Austin 

Friends of Hendricks Park 

Wes Messinger 

Michelle Marshall &    

    Territorial Elementary 

Carrie Patterson &Agnes 

    Stewart Middle School 

Matthew Bigongiari & The 

    Village School 

Lauri Holts, City of Eugene 

Chad Hoffman, Lane County 

    Public Works 

Billy Hughes & The Network 

    Charter School Urban 

    Ecology Class 

Alan Dickman, University of  

    Oregon 

David Sutherland, University 

    of Oregon 

Mountain Rose Herbs 

Jenny Lippert, USFS 

Steve Northway 

Sequential Biofuels 

John Newsom & Adams 

    Elementary School 

Sarah Ruggiero & Churchill  

    High School 

Sarah Walden, Dana Giles,  

    Clint Moore & Ridgeline 

    Montessori 

Brian Naghski & South  

    Eugene High School 

Ryan Herlands & Thurston 

    High School 

Glen Herron & Sisters 

    High School 

Dan Hoynacki & The Youth 

    Enviro-Squad 

Cow Creek Umpqua Indian 

Foundation 

Meyer Memorial Trust 

Oregon Community Founda-

tion 

 

 
 

 

The Many Volunteers who 

help in the restoration of 

our Local Open Spaces!  

 Every Nickel  Counts: Mention WRP at Sequential Biofuels!     

 

SeQuential Biofuels Station on McVay Highway in Eugene will donate 5 cents for every  

gallon you pump into your vehicle and 5% of store purchases to Walama Restoration Project. 

You must mention WRP when you make your purchase! 

Spring 2016 Restoration Update 
 
By Kris Elsbree  

 
 This winter the Walama crew continued to assist in efforts to restore Fender's blue butter-

flies and their habitat.  Burning of annual exotic grasses continued at Upper Oak Basin just out-

side of Brownsville.  Working with the Institute for Applied Ecology; the burns will make way for 

the fenders host plant; Kincaid's Lupine, and nectar species to become established.  The crew also 

assisted the Army Corps of Engineers at Fern Ridge.  Over 2,500 Kincaid's Lupine were planted 

at multiple sites to encourage current populations to grow and expand.  These special sites also 

host many other rare and endangered plants.  A lupine site with very few weeds has also become 

home to a regenerating patch of Golden Paintbrush (Castilleji levisecta), which was once reduced 

to a single population in Oregon.  The crew also planted Pyrrocoma racemosa var racemosa.  This 

species of clustered golden weed is normally found in California but there are five sites in Oregon 

and three are at Fern Ridge.   

 

 A more commonly known threatened butterfly, the Monarch, has been receiving a hand 

from the City of Eugene at their Coyote Prairie site.  The Walama crew planted starts of Milk-

weed (Asclepias speciosa).  This species of Milkweed acts as the host plant and a nectar source 

for the Monarch.  There was also a mix of thousands of sedges and rushes that were planted in the 

newly developed wetland at Coyote Prairie.  After being flattened by agricultural practices the city 

has reconstructed vernal pools and swales to promote the diversity of species that thrive in this 

varying topography.  Coyote Prairie is also home to the rare Pyrrocomma as well. As the Walama 

crew worked the site planting Milkweed, the city staff spread thousands of seeds from this rare 

population of clustered Golden weed. 

 

 With the re-emergence of spring comes the exciting news that Archie Knowles Camp-

ground will be opening once again after being closed for most of the last decade.  The recent 

makeover at the campground included the removal of laurels that lined the highway. Walama 

helped prepare for the reopening by pulling out English Ivy and other invasive weeds.  A few hun-

dred trees and shrubs were then planted to reestablish native flora.  While working, the crew 

found Alligator lizards and red legged frogs and were welcomed on our last day by the emergence 

of hundreds of spring azure butterflies. 

 

    The Campground is located just outside of Mapleton on Knowles Creek in the Siuslaw 

National Forest.  This area once was dominated by towering Western red cedar trees and the start 

for over 100,000 Coho salmon 

smolts.  Before restoration began, forestry 

practices had reduced the population to just 

1,700 smolts.  The rehabilitation of coastal 

streams is a century long endeavor but the 

efforts of woody debris placement in 

streams have seen results the first 

year.  Some of the lowest populations have 

increased by 2000% and all other native 

species are rebounding. Knowles Creek 

has been an example of this success.   Now 

once again the public can visit and watch 

the forest become what it once was.  The 

campground is anticipating to be open on 

Memorial Day.  To learn more about the 

campground go to lanecounty.org, and to 

get involved with restoration projects on Knowles 

Creek or anywhere with the Siuslaw Watershed Coun-

cil visit: siuslaw.org. 

WRP Crew planting emergent wetland 

species at Coyote Prairie 



WRP Welcomes a New Project Coordinator 

We have a new Project Coordinator! Joining the passionate Walama Restoration Project team 

from southern California to help write grants, identify new projects, and coordinate programs is 

Taylor Parker. Taylor has been a conservation professional since 2004 and has been restoring and 

researching rare wetland habitat for most of his career. In 2008 he co-founded an environmental 

consulting firm to help the State of California and the City of Long Beach design two multimillion dollar tidal wetlands in heavily 

populated, urban areas of south Los Angeles County. To succeed at these projects, Taylor focused on community engagement and 

environmental education to build a sustainable foundation from which to grow from - very similar to the WRP approach. 

 After those projects, Taylor left his company to work on restoration and research projects globally and has performed con-

servation work in Chilean Patagonia, around the Hawaiian Islands, the Saguaro Desert, Yellowstone, and New Zealand. Rare habi-

tats, endangered species, and biodiversity advocacy are some of his professional focuses and he brings a healthy background of suc-

cessful grant-writing, contract negotiations, project management, and public speaking to Walama Restoration Project’s mission of 

environmental stewardship and biological diversity through education and habitat restoration.   

 Taylor is excited to immerse himself in the world of Willamette Valley flora and learn about the unique habitats we are 

fortunate enough to call home. Walama Restoration Project is pleased to welcome Taylor to the team and utilize his professional 

capacities and dedicated passion for wildlife to help further Walama’s mission. Make sure to come out to our upcoming WRP work 

parties to say hi to Taylor and help him get acquainted with our special ecosystems.  

WRP is looking for new Board Members!   

 Are you passionate about the need for restoring native habitats and promoting ecological education and 

public land stewardship in Oregon? 

 Do you have special skills, knowledge, experience, or expertise that you would like to contribute toWRP?  

If you answered yes to these questions, consider joining WRP’s Board of Directors! Board members are   

engaged volunteer leaders who govern and help guide our organization towards greater success.  

If you are interested in becoming a Board Member, please contact WRP Board President Taylor Zeigler at 

taylorzeigler@yahoo.com or WRP Operational Director Yotokko Kilpatrick at (541) 484-3939.  

Serving on the Board of Directors is a great opportunity to get involved with Walama Restoration Project on 

a level that helps craft, guide, and fulfill our organizational mission.   

Volunteers in Action by Krystal Young 
 

Throughout 2015 WRP volunteers contributed approximately 1,500 

hours to Willamette Valley habitat restoration in Alton Baker Park! 

 

WRP volunteers serve their community by working to rehabilitate criti-

cally imperiled Willamette valley habitat via non-chemical prairie res-

toration techniques such as: selective invasive species removal, shade 

fabric application and removal, native plant propagation and habitat 

enhancements for native songbirds, reptiles and amphibians.  

WRP is in partnership with the City of Eugene and Oregon Department 

of Transportation and will help enhance the natural beauty along the 

North Bank bike path and Whilamut Passage Bridge on Interstate-5.  

Join Walama Restoration Project this field season to help enhance the 

Willamette upland prairie habitat within our community! Kids under 

12 need to be accompanied by an adult and should bring their own 

gear; otherwise gloves, tools, water and snacks will be provided. 

 

      2016 Work Party Dates: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Work Parties at Whilamut Passage: 

Meet at north side on Knickerbocker bike bridge 

April 23rd, 10am-1pm, Shade fabric application 

May 7th, 10am-1pm, Shade fabric application 

May 21st, 10am-1pm, Shade fabric application 

Work parties at Butterfly Meadow: 

Meet across from 622 Day Island road (Nearby 

Nature). 

April 22, 9:30am-12:30pm, Weeding & spot 

mulching 

June 4, 9:30-12:30pm, small weed removal 

June 18, 9:30am-12:30pm, small weed removal 

July 23, 9:30am-12:30pm, weeding & wild-

flower seed collecting 

For more info contact krystal@walamarestoration.org   Follow Walama Restoration Project on Facebook for regular updates. 

Whole Earth Nature School and NW 

Christian University Soccer Team re-

move exotic vegetation from the 

Whilamut Butterfly Meadow  

mailto:krystal@walamarestoration.org


Our Mission: 

Walama Restoration Project is a Non-Profit Organization Dedicated to 

Environmental Stewardship & Biological Diversity through Education 

& Habitat Restoration. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Education Update Spring 2016 
 

By Nicole Smedegaard 

 
This spring, the From Seed to Habitat Program is in full bloom!  Starting with hoop house building, there have been 

major developments at local schools that are new to the program.  Adams Elementary, with two teachers on board, is sport-

ing a fancy new hoop house location near the main entryway where students and parents can watch the native wildflower 

starts progress all summer.  Cal Young Middle School students built five brand new hoop houses in their garden area this 

winter, one for each classroom, which will house at least 150 flats of seedlings! Edgewood Elementary in South Eugene also 

has their first set of hoop houses up and running, located in the school garden.  This year our hoop house capacity has nearly 

doubled. 

So what is a hoop house?  First we lay down a ground covering to prevent weeds and grass from pushing up into our 

starts. Then short segments of rebar are pounded halfway in using a mallet.  Rebar is placed every two feet.  10 foot segments 

of PVC pipe are bent by two students so that the hollow ends slip over the rebar, creating a series of “hoops.”  This basic 

structure can be covered with greenhouse plastic during the cold months and shade cloth during the summer.  Walama uses 

Dripworks irrigation, running a line with misters on the underside of the arch of every hoop house.  Each classroom partici-

pating in the From Seed to Habitat Program builds a hoop house to use during the program and when the structure is eventu-

ally pulled up there is a blank slate for planting underneath! 

The next big step for the education program this year was getting all the seeds into cold stratification.  Adding seeds 

to moistened coconut fiber and storing them in a refrigerator for up to 60 days induces a period of dormancy, an important 

phase in the life cycle or Northwest species.  Cold stratification increases the percentage rate of seeds that germinate and al-

lows students to spread the seeds over the pots instead of needing to plant each one under the soil.  The damp coconut fiber 

provides a protective medium for the seeds to germinate in.  WRP had so many seeds in cold stratification this spring that we 

needed to install a full sized refrigerator to house them! 

Now that the warm weather is finally here, the seeds are bursting to come out of dormancy and germinate.  During 

the first half of April, FSH students are spreading seeds of several species including Carex stipata, Lomatium nudicale, Po-

tentilla gracilis and Geum macrophyllum, to name just a few.  Seeds planted this spring are destined for the expansive new 

upland prairie, riparian and wetland prairie restoration project near Knickerbocker Bike Bridge - called CILOS.   This fall 

will see the first native plants grown by FSH students go into the soil at the CILOS site. 

      

Until then, students will be looking forward to 

their spring restoration field trips to the Butterfly 

Meadow, one of 2 field trips that each FSH 

classroom is offered every school year.  The 

spring field trips are happening in May when 

spring bloomers like Camas and Buttercup are in 

full swing, and will include a history of the site 

and an upland prairie habitat overview.  Then 

students will break into groups to hone their 

skills finding and identifying native wildflowers 

and using key vocabulary terms learned over the 

course of the school year.  FSH students will 

spend half of their time working on the Butterfly 

Meadow to remove invasive species like Queen 

Anne’s lace from the site using trowels and hand 

shears.  After a classroom of students graduates 

from the FSH program, they are no longer just 

kids, but environmental stewards.  Do you want 

to impact the future of your local native habitats 

that are rapidly disappearing? Join us! Contact 

 Education Coordinator Nicole Smedegaard for 

 more information at:     

 nicole@walamarestoration.org. 

Rachel Carson School (Churchill High) students fill pots with soil . 



Purchase Native Plant Greeting Cards to Support WRP  

Now online as well as at these local shops! 
 

Walama Restoration Project has designed six native plant greeting cards that we are selling as a fundraiser 

for our organization. 100 percent of the proceeds goes directly towards WRP’s From Seed to Habitat        

education program and to the expansion of declining rare native plant species of the PNW. If you would like 

to purchase greeting cards, you can do so on our website at walamarestoration.org or at the following local 

businesses. You can also contact us at (541) 484-3939 or via email: info@walamarestoration.org. 
 

 
 

WRP Native Plant Greeting Cards can 

be found at:  

Down To Earth     New Frontier Market 

Friendly Street Market     Sundance Natural Foods 

Greater Goods     Smith Family Bookstore (downtown) 

Kiva Grocery     Sequential Bio-fuels 

First Alternative Cooperative (Corvallis)  Kalapuya Books (Cottage Grove) 
 

Thank you to all of these fantastic local businesses for your support!  

Thank you, Members, for your continued support of  

Walama Restoration Project!  

 Native to the western half of North 

America, Showy Milkweed is a hairy, erect, 

perennial with large pointed leaves arranged 

oppositely on the plants stalks. Flowering 

from May through September the striking 

pale pink through pinkish purple flowers oc-

cur in dense umbellate cymes. The corollas 

are reflexed and the central flower parts, five 

hoods with prominent hooks form a star 

shape.  Indigenous Americans utilized the 

plants fiber in the construction of rope, bas-

ketry and nets.  

 

 Showy Milkweed is not a shade tol-

erant species and historically occurred in the 

prairies of the Willamette Valley. Utilized 

by many pollinators as a nectar source, 

Showy Milkweed performs a vital ecological 

function as both a nectar source and as the 

host plant for Monarch Butterflies. 

Species Spotlight: Showy Milkweed ( Asclepias speciosa )  
 

By: Yotokko Kilpatrick 



 

Walama Restoration Project relies on community    
support to facilitate our education programs.  If  you 
would like to make a tax deductible contribution or 
would like to volunteer with WRP, please fill out this 
form & send it to:         

Walama Restoration Project 
PO Box 894 

Eugene, OR 97440 
Yes! I would like to be a supporter! 
___ Limited Income       $15 
___ Individual                $35 
___ Family                     $50 
—-- Sustaining Member $100 
___ Sponsor                  $500 
___ Other Amount _____ 

**You can also donate on our website 
www.walamarestoration.org 

___ Yes!  I am interested in volunteering!   
My interests include _____________________ 
_____________________________________ 
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