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Vernal Education Update Spring 2015 

By: Nicole Smedegaard  

 April 14th  kicked off the spring field trip season with a 

splash of color!  Brian Naghski’s South Eugene High School stu-

dents were treated to an early bloom this year as they scoured the 

Butterfly Meadow in the Whilamut Natural Area of Alton Baker 

Park.  They searched for herbaceous flowering species and were 

surprised to also find lady bugs, honey bees and an Osprey!  

These students were just the first of many classes making the trek 

out to the Butterfly Meadow this spring to see the progress of last 

falls’ plantings and do some serious work. 

While at the meadow this spring, the kids started their field trips 

with a scavenger hunt; then they engaged in hands-on activities 

including manual invasive species removal, since WRP never 

uses herbicides.  The scavenger hunt helped the students identify 

the native species and a few of the exotic troublemakers as well.  

Camas, Oregon Saxifrage, Western Buttercup, Rose Checker 

Mallow, Shooting Star, and Oregon Iris were all abloom this April!  As the seasons advance, we will see 

Large-Flowered Collomia, Large-Leaved Lupine, Yarrow, Goldenrod and many more show their colors, so 

make sure to visit the Butterfly Meadow this spring and keep your eyes peeled for pollinators! (Located at the 

end of Day Island Road in Alton Baker Park, across from the yurt.) 

 This spring, Walama Restoration is propagating more native plants with schools than ever before!  

WRP facilitated 13 hoop houses or greenhouses that were planted by the students participating in From Seed 

to Habitat, an educational program provided at no cost to schools through generous grant funding and the help 

of volunteers.  Next school year we expect even more participation!  Educators who want to get their class-

rooms involved to restore native habitat and enhance life sciences curriculum can contact 

Nicole@walamarestoration.org 

~Thank you~ 

 Thank you for the generous donations of nursery pots made by WRP supporters this spring!  We re-

ceived thousands of nursery pots that will continue to be used at school sites and the City of Eugene Native 

Plant Nursery as part of the propagation flurry that will end up re-populating the new CILOS prairie restora-

tion site at Whilamut Passage (near Knickerbocker pedestrian bridge). 

 Thank you University of Oregon students!  The Holden Center at the University of Oregon will be 

partnering with WRP this spring to bring student volunteers out for a May 9th work party at the Butterfly 

Meadow.  WRP would also like to thank the Environmental Studies, Sciences and Leadership staff and stu-

dents at the UO for their ongoing support of habitat restoration efforts in Alton Baker Park.  May you all con-

tinue to be environmental stewards wherever life may take you! 

Students from Ridgeline Montessori dig in to help 

reclaim the Whilamut Natural Area with native 

mailto:Nicole@walamarestoration.org


 A Special Thank You to the 

following:  
 

National Forest Foundation 

US Army Corps of Engineers 

Fred & Sandra Austin 

Friends of Hendricks Park 

Wes Messinger 

Michelle Marshall &    

    Territorial Elementary 

Carrie Patterson &Agnes 

    Stewart Middle School 

Matthew Bigongiari & The 

    Village School 

Lauri Holts, City of Eugene 

Chad Hoffman, Lane County 

    Public Works 

Billy Hughes & The Network 

    Charter School Urban 

    Ecology Class 

Alan Dickman, University of  

    Oregon 

David Sutherland, University 

    of Oregon 

Mountain Rose Herbs 

Jenny Lippert, USFS 

Steve Northway 

Sequential Biofuels 

John Newsom & Adams 

    Elementary School 

Sarah Ruggiero & Churchill  

    High School 

Sarah Walden, Dana Giles,  

    Clint Moore & Ridgeline 

    Montessori 

Brian Naghski & South  

    Eugene High School 

Ryan Herlands & Thurston 

    High School 

Glen Herron & Sisters 

    High School 

Dan Hoynacki & The Youth 

    Enviro-Squad 

Cow Creek Umpqua Indian 

Foundation 

Meyer Memorial Trust 

Oregon Community Founda-

tion 

 

 
 

 

The Many Volunteers who 

help in the restoration of 

our Local Open Spaces!  

 Every Nickel Counts: Mention WRP at Sequential Biofuels!     

 

SeQuential Biofuels Station on McVay Highway in Eugene will donate 5 cents for every  

gallon you pump into your vehicle and 5% of store purchases to Walama Restoration Project. 

You must mention WRP when you make your purchase! 

Restoration at Timberhill 
 
By Zander Shundahai  

 

On the night of September 5th, 2014 a fire broke out in Corvallis at 

Chip Ross Park.  Two local teenagers were walking through the area when 

one of the youths dared the other to light a patch of dried grass with a 

lighter.  The grass burned easily, and despite the two teen’s efforts to extin-

guish the blaze, the fire burnt up 86 acres of public and private land.  

Thankfully, the fire was suppressed right on the verge of a residential com-

munity 

 

Following the events of the Timberhill fire in Corvallis, WRP 

worked with The Public Works Department of Corvallis to replant the area 

as well as provide erosion control along the riparian corridor that was dam-

aged in the fire.  The wildfire itself primarily burnt up remnant prairie and 

riparian habitat, leaving the landscape scorched bare and blackened.  The 

project began with the removal of remnant woody vegetation.  A layer of 

burnt, dead shrubs, had to be removed to both prevent further fire danger 

and to prepare for replanting.  A select few trees that were still able to pro-

vide habitat were left standing. 

 

 The burnt area was then planted with a diversity of native upland 

and emergent wetland plant species.  Shrubs like Elderberry, Black Haw-

thorne, and Cascara, were planted which, as an added benefit, provide berry 

and nectar forage for local wildlife.  Fawn Lily was planted to enhance the 

herbaceous layer under existing Oregon White Oaks.  Big Leaf Maple, 

Western Red Alder, and Western Red Cedar were all brought in to manage 

erosion along Dixon Creek. 

 

 Extensive Stream 

maintenance was also neces-

sary to combat erosion in the 

area.  WRP crewmembers 

laid Jute fabric along the 

creek bed, which served to 

reduce stream sediment.  

WRP continues to work with 

the city of Corvallis at other 

sites to reduce invasive vege-

tation and further enhance 

their riparian habitats. 
Early Camus blooming along Dixon Creek after post 

burnt woody vegetation removal and native revegetation 

efforts. 



Restoration Update: Enhancing Biodiversity at Upland and 

Wetland Habitats in the Southern Willamette Valley  
 

By: Zander Shundahai  

 

During the dormant season, WRP has continued to 

collaborate with Lane County Public Works, im-

proving the wetland and riparian habitats of Qua-

mash Prairie.  WRP crews have planted the riparian 

corridor along Camas Swale with Oregon Ash, Red 

Twig Dogwood, and Hall’s Aster.  Camas Bulbs 

were additionally added throughout the prairie. 

 

 WRP crews have also been busy working 

with the US Army Corp of Engineers at a wetland 

site in Dexter.  Through their efforts they planted 

over 2,000 wetland prairie and emergent wetland 

plants.  One of these was the rare Clustered Golden-

weed, or Pyrrocoma Racemosa, a perennial herb native to the western United States. 

 

 Continuing to work with Hendricks Park, WRP has been managing areas where English 

Ivy was previously removed.  Crews have rooted up returning populations of ivy in addition to 

weeding out secondary invaders that have colonized park space since the original removal of 

English Ivy.  Within the forest understory of the park troublesome annual geraniums like Herb 

Robert and Shiny Geranium have been heavily removed.  Finally, workers have reduced seed 

loads of the invasive Nipplewort in the Oak Knoll of Hendricks Park.  Park visitors will be de-

lighted to hear that after years of diligence many areas worked on by Walama boast a diverse 

ground cover of native species where they previously were covered in a monoculture of Eng-

lish Ivy. 

 

 In order to deal with problematic annual grasses, WRP has performed burnings at a 

number of sites.  Using propane torches, a solution to invasive species that doesn’t require 

harmful chemicals, crews have been getting rid of problematic annuals like Shiny Geranium, 

Medusa Head, and Rat Tail Grass.  These burnings occurred at Quamash Prairie and at the Up-

per Oak Basin in the Coburg hills.  The Upper Oak Basin is prime upland prairie habitat that 

supports the highest elevation population of the imperiled Fender’s Blue Butterfly. 

WRP is looking for new Board Members!   

 Are you passionate about the need for restoring native habitats and  

promoting ecological education and public land stewardship in Oregon? 

 Do you have special skills, knowledge, experience, or expertise that  

you would like to contribute to WRP?  

If you answered yes to these questions, consider joining WRP’s Board of Directors! Board members are   

engaged volunteer leaders who govern and help guide our organization towards greater success.  

If you are interested in becoming a Board Member, please contact WRP Board President Taylor Zeigler at 

taylorzeigler@yahoo.com or WRP Operational Director Yotokko Kilpatrick at (541) 484-3939.  

Serving on the Board of Directors is a great opportunity to get involved with Walama Restoration Project on 

a level that helps craft, guide, and fulfill our organizational mission.   

WRP crews burning  invasive annual vegetation in Upper 

Rogue Basin.  



Our Mission: 

Walama Restoration Project is a Non-Profit Organization Dedicated to 

Environmental Stewardship & Biological Diversity through Education 

& Habitat Restoration. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Species Spotlight: Oregon Sunshine (Eriophyllum Lanatum) 
 

By Zander Shundahai  

 

 Eriophyllum 

lanatum, commonly re-

ferred to as the Woolly 

Sunflower or Oregon Sun-

shine is a perennial herba-

ceous dicot belonging to 

the sunflower family.  It 

tends to grow in dry open 

spaces below 10,000 feet 

and ranges from California 

as far as Vancouver, Can-

ada. The wooly sunflower 

grows in dense clumps, 

with an average height of 

not more than 1-2 feet.  

The leaves of the plants 

upper stem are linear 

while the lower leaves are more slender and grow pinnated, with leaflets on either side 

of the stem.   

 

 The plant flowers from May to August, it’s bright yellow flowers resembling that 

of a true sunflower with one flower head on each flowering stalk.  The yellow flowers 

sprout from a silvery gray foliage covered in tiny hairs that give the plant it’s name.  

The hairs that grow from the plant’s stems and leaves help to retain water by reflecting 

heat and preventing air flow across the plant’s surface.  Due to it’s long summer bloom 

time the Woolly Sunflower provides good nectar forage for a number of local pollina-

tors, especially the endangered Fenders Blue Butterfly.   

 

 The Woolly Sunflower can be seen growing in the Willamette Valley in both up-

land and wetland prairie areas.  A sure spot to observe the flower in bloom is the Whila-

mut Butterfly Meadow where native insects are drawn to the nectar it provides. 
 

 
 

 



Purchase Native Plant Greeting Cards to Support WRP  

Now online as well as at these local shops! 
 

Walama Restoration Project has designed six native plant greeting cards that we are selling as a fundraiser 

for our organization. 100 percent of the proceeds goes directly towards WRP’s From Seed to Habitat        

education program and to the expansion of declining rare native plant species of the PNW. If you would like 

to purchase greeting cards, you can do so on our website at walamarestoration.org or at the following local 

businesses. You can also contact us at (541) 484-3939 or via email: info@walamarestoration.org. 
 

 

 

WRP Native Plant Greeting Cards can be found at:  

Down To Earth     New Frontier Market 

Friendly Street Market     Sundance Natural Foods 

Greater Goods     Smith Family Bookstore (downtown) 

Kiva Grocery     Sequential Bio-fuels 

First Alternative Cooperative (Corvallis)  Kalapuya Books (Cottage Grove) 
 

Thank you to all of these fantastic local businesses for your support!  

Thank you, Members, for your continued support of  

Walama Restoration Project!  

Throughout the year WRP will be hosting ecological restoration work 

parties to help reestablish critically imperiled Willamette Valley prairie 

habitat in the Whilamut Natural Area located in eastern Alton Baker 

Park. Willamette Valley prairie habitat currently occupies less than half 

of 1% of it’s historic range and requires immediate intervention to pre-

serve these biological treasure chests for the benefit of future generations. 

 

Volunteering can make a difference to the whole community and is a 

great way to get involved in our natural environment. The many benefits 

of volunteering include: learning new skills, up-skilling for new jobs, 

work experience, getting outdoors and socializing, and staying healthy! 

 

Anyone can volunteer. We have volunteer activities for every age group, 

nationality, skill and ability. You can work as an individual or work with 

a group. You can join a regular group or just participate occasionally. No 

experience is necessary - just wear clothes that can get dirty! 

 

 

Work Party Dates: May 9th, May 30th, June 6th, July 18th, August 15th, September 

19th, October 17th, and November 11th.  
All work parties are 9am-12pm and tools and refreshments are provided. 

Contact Krystal. Cell: 541-515-8684 email krystal@walamarestoration.org 

Become an Environmental Steward! 
By: Krystal Young 

WRP volunteers celebrating non-chemical prai-

rie restoration preparations at Whilamut Butter-

fly Meadow.  



 

Walama Restoration Project relies on community    
support to facilitate our education programs.  If  you 
would like to make a tax deductible contribution or 
would like to volunteer with WRP, please fill out this 
form & send it to:         

Walama Restoration Project 
PO Box 894 

Eugene, OR 97440 
Yes! I would like to be a supporter! 
___ Limited Income       $15 
___ Individual                $35 
___ Family                     $50 
—-- Sustaining Member $100 
___ Sponsor                  $500 
___ Other Amount _____ 

**You can also donate on our website 
www.walamarestoration.org 

___ Yes!  I am interested in volunteering!   
My interests include _____________________ 
_____________________________________ 
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