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Last year, 36 fourth and fifth graders at Westmoreland
Elementary School in Eugene planted their own oak seedling
into the ground at Crest Heights Park and embarked on a new
kind of outdoor education ~ native habitat stewardship.
Yotokko Kilpatrick and other staff and volunteers of the
Walama Restoration Project (WRP) began working with John
Newsom’s class at Westmoreland in the spring of 2002 and
introduced the term oak-savanna by taking his students on an
interpretive field trip to Tugman Park. The field trip included
native plant identification, history and ecology of oak
ecosystems, and ended with an ‘-
interactive game connecting the food web with animal and plant species that depend on the habitats unique to this
valley. Eight months later, many of the same students took to the fields carrying shovels and hauling mulch to
help bring back a native oak-savanna at Crest Heights Park in South Eugene. They searched in the leaves for
oak galls, looked at the pointed and lobed edges of Black and Oregon White oaks, and lastly, planted seedlings that
were previously grown and propagated by WRP volunteers and a local home-school association. With simple
hand tools, these local youth recognized their own spirit of place by working together and empowering
themselves to design a natural landscape within urban boundaries.
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